TO  ALL  MONTANA  PILOTS 

Here  is  your  first  issue  of  the  Montana  Aviation  News 
Letter  This  letter  will  be  published  every  two  weeks  and 
distributed  to  all  Montana  pilots  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission 

If  you  have  news  items,  dates  of  breaklast  flights  or 
aviation  events,  please  submit  them  to  us  as  far  In  advance 
as  possible.  We  will  incorporate  an  aviation  calendar  as 
part  of  this  publication.  Plan  on  having  items’  in  one  week 
before  publication,  which  will  be  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  each 
month.  This  letter  will  Include  current  aviation  news  in  gen- 
eral and  specific  Items  on  Montana,  together  with  items  con- 
tributed 

A "Lost  6 Found,"  "Wanted  & For  Sale"  department  will 
be  Included  If  you  have  equipment  for  sale  or  want  to  pur- 
chase flying  equipment,  send  us  the  dope  and  we  ll  publish 
it.  Let's  all’ get  together  and  make  this  publication  one  every 
pilot  will  look  forward  to — gripes  and  suggestions  included 

We  hope  you  will  like  it. 

Frank  W.  Wiley.  Director 

CIVILIAN  AVIATION  MCBLIZATICN  PLAN 

You,  as  a pilot,  are  included  in  the  Civilian  Aviation 
Mobilization  Plan.  Twelve  aviation  organizations  have 
worked  together  in  submitting  a Civilian  Aviation  Mobiliza- 
tion Plan  to  the  National  Security  Resources  Board. 

The  plan  includes  the  mobilization  of  civilian  aviation 
at  national,  state,  and  community  level.  The  local  flight  op- 
erators in  each  community  will  work  with  tire  municipal  of- 
ficials in  the  local  defense  plan.  The  Aeronautics  Commis- 
sions of  the  various  states  will  co-ordinate  the  use  of  civilian 
aviation  facilities  at  state  level,  and  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Administration  will  co-ordinate  civilian  aviation  at  national 
level. 

Specific  information  on  defense  planning  will  be  trans- 
mitted to  you  by  this  publication 

DISTRICT  MEETING  OF  DESIGNATED  AIRCRAFT 
MAINTENANCE  INSPECTORS 

Dan  Moran,  CAA  Maintenance  Inspector,  has  an- 
nounced that  November  21st  is  the  date  set  for  the  district 
meeting  of  aircraft  mechanics  and  designated  maintenance 
inspectors. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Helena  High  School 
Hangar  on  the  Helena  Airport  All  flight  operators  and  me- 
chanics are  invited  to  attend  this  meeting  at  which  time  op 
eration  and  maintenance  problems  may  be  discussed  with 
CAA  representatives. 

If  you  are  in  the  flying  business  or  have  a maintenance 
problem,  you  will  be  interested  in  attending  this  meeting. 


NOVEMBER  — 1950  VOL.  1 — NO.  1 

FROM:  "You'll  be  Young  a Long  Time" — August  "Redbook" 
By  I.  D.  Ratcliff 

"Do  you  think  of  airplanes  as  dangerous  contraptions? 
At  last  year's  accident  rate,  you  might  expect  to  ride  a 
scheduled  airline  lor  100  million  miles  before  having  a fatal 
crash.  To  travel  this  far  you  would  have  to  ride  a 200-mlle- 
an-hour  airplane  day  and  night  for  almost  sixty  years  It's 
i fact  that  today's  airplane  is  thirty  times  as  sale  for  the 
traveler  as  the  horse-and-buggy  ever  was.  By  modern 
standards,  Grandma's  life  was  in  danger  every  time  Grand- 
pa gave  the  whip  a smart  ciack." 

"PILOT  MAGAZINE" 

If  you  haven't  seen  a copy  of  the  Montana  Treasure” 
magazine  for  September,  it  is  suggested  you  procure  a copy 
Irom  your  newsstand.  This  Montana  publication  gives  a 
pictorial  review  of  interesting  Montana  history  and  develop- 
ments- featuring  aviation  news,  including  a picture  each 
month  of  one  of  Montana's  airports  with  full  inlormatior),  In- 
cluding trallic  pattern  and  all  facilities. 

There  is  an  article  in  ihe  current  issue  on  airmarking, 
which  we  hope  you  will  read, 

AIR-AGE  EDUCATION 

Forty  teachers  and  board  members  ol  the  Cut  Bank 
school  were  given  flight  rides  by  Western  Airlines.  Sever- 
son’s Air  Activiteis,  Cut  Bank's  school  ship  and  ihe  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  airplane  at  the  recent  Air  Education 
Day  held  there. 

The  Commission  made  it  possible  for  Miss  Condon 
State  Supenntendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  attend  the  after- 
noon affair  by  flying  her  from  Wolf  Point  to  Cut  Bank  and 
returning  her  to  Havre.  The  activity  was  high  lighted  with 
a dinner  at  which  Miss  Condon  spoke  and  Roscoe  Bancroil 
cf  the  CAA  showed  the  film  "Air-Age  Education"  which  was 
produced  by  the  State  of  Idaho  and  the  showing  of  an  edu- 
cational "strip  film"  lor  use  in  the  schools. 

"AIRLINE  SUBSIDY?" 

Revenue  figures  released  by  the  CAB  show  that  Air 
lines  operating  in  Montana  received  the  following  percent- 
age of  their  gross  revenue  from  Air  Mail  pay  for  the  peak 
month  of  July  1950;  Western  Airlines,  Inc.,  9.6%;  Norihwest 
Airlines.  Inc.,  15.6%  and  Frontier  Airlines,  Inc.,  65,7%.  it 
may  be  noted  that  the  percentage  ol  Air  Mail  pay  dimin- 
ishes in  ratio  to  the  length  of  time  the  respective  Airlines 
have  operated  in  Montana. 


"PRESIDENT  AIRMINDED" 

With  the  complelion  ol  President  Truman's  round  trip 
by  airplane  to  the  Pacific,  he  has  traveled  approximately 
100,102  miles  by  air  since  taking  office  on  April  12,  1945, 
compared  wllh  70,302  miles  in  all  other  forms  of  transporta- 
tion-ship. railway  and  automobile  


"STRAIT  IN  APPROACH" 

The  June  26th  change  in  CAA  regulations  permits  air- 
lines to  make  straightin  approaches  at  uncontrolled  airports 
According  to  E.  S Hensley  of  the  CAA  it  has  proven  satisfac- 
tory and  sale  and  will  save  the  airlines  an  estimated  $200,- 
000  annually. 


THE  MONTANA  AREONAUTICS  COMMISSION 

is  a 

"Member  of  the  National  Associa.ion  of  State  Aviation  Officials" 

PURPOSE  'To  I outer  uriutlon  u»  an  Industry,  us  u inode  of  transportation  for  persons  unit  property  and  ns  an  arm  or 
the  national  defense,  to  Join  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  In  research,  drvelopm an.l  advancement  of  avia- 

tion; to  develop  uniform  aviation  laws  and  regulations  am)  to  otherwise  eiicouiv)g«ifp-VpernUon  and  mutual  uld  among  the  sev- 
eral slates."  tip*.  T AT*  -*• 


CAA  CONSIDERING  TIGHTER  REQUIREMENTS  FOR 
PRIVATE  PILOT  LICENSES 

More  stringent  requirements  lor  private  pilot  licenses  ate 
being  considered  by  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration, 
according  to  E S Hensley,  director  ol  CAA  s Olllce  of  Avia- 
tion Safety  The  proposed  changes  include  the  reinstate- 
ment of  a written  examination  with  80  to  90%  required  as 
a passing  grade.  Increase  cross  country  training  practice. 
A more  practical  flight  test 

"FLYING  PIPELINE- 

21.1 16  gallons  of  gasoline  in  a big  U.  S.  Bomber  s wing 
tanks  would  send  an  automobile  around  the  globe  16  times 
with  enough  gas  left  to  tour  the  United  States. 

AIR  FURNISHED  HOTEL" 

Every  stick  of  furniture  in  the  Canbe  Hllion  Hotel  was 
flown  from  New  York  to  San  Juan  to  save  on  time,  crating 
and  breakage.  . . . nine  hours  by  air,  three  days  by  ship. 


"AIRLINE  TELEPHONE" 

Northwest  Airlines  states  that  it  Is  now  operating  the 
world's  longest  radio-telephone  system  which  stretches  more 
than  3,500  miles  from  the  west  coast  of  the  United  Stales  to 
the  Orient  and  which  connects  with  Northwest's  domestic 
system  which  extends  from  Anchorage  across  Canada  to  the 
company's  main  base  In  the  Twin  Cities  v/here  It  is  linked 
with  all  other  points  on  the  system.  It  is  now  possible  for 
them  to  monitor  the  voices  of  flight  and  ground  crews 
thousands  of  miles  away. 

"SPEAK-UP  BOYS  SAYS  CAA  COMMUNICATIONS 

( Reprinted  from  Connecticut  Aviation  Newsletter) 

D.  W Rentzel,  former  Administrator  of  CAA,  reports  tha‘ 
private  fliers  hesitate  to  use  their  radios  in  dealing  with 
CAA  airways  employees.  He  has  asked  the  pilot  to  feel 
free  to  talk  to  his  communicator  and  traffic  controller  at  any 
time,  and  In  any  kind  of  English. 

"It's  strange,"  said  Mr.  Rentzel,  himself  a flier  with  sev- 
eral hundred  hours  experience,  "but  we  find  many  fliers 
afraid  to  use  their  radios  lor  fepr  they  might  use  the  wrong 
words  rind  be  reprimanded  by  the  CAA.  Nothina  like  that 
could  possibly  happen  Our  communicators  understand  any 
kind  of  English.  They'll  answer  any  kind  of  English." 

"The  'patter'  built  up  over  the  years  for  air  communica- 
tion saves  time,  and  helps  to  standardize  service,  but  it  isn't 
required.  The  blase’  way  experienced  pilots  throw  this 
patter  around  probably  has  made  beginners  self-conscious, 
but  any  pilot  can  pick  up  his  transmitter  and  say  ' Hey. 
look,  this  Is  Joe  Doakes,  and  I'm  going  to  Louisville.  How's 
the  weather  over  there?"  and  he  will  gel  Ihe  same  kind  oi 
gocd  service  anybody  gets.  He  can  be  ungrammatical  or 
use  Brooklynese  or  a Birmingham  drawl,  or  a Texas  twang 
and  he  will  be  just  as  welcome  in  our  earphones  as  the  hot- 
shot  pilot  who  knows  how  to  say  Roger ' Of  course,  when 
you  do  learn  the  short  and  standard  procedures  it  will  help 
to  speed  up  our  services  to  you  and  to  others  and  avoid  pos- 
sible misunderstandings. 

"We  want  safe  flying,  Radio  promotes  safety  Let's  all 
use  it  in  routine  as  well  as  emergency  cases." 

OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  LADIES 

Northwesht  Airlines  stewardesses  have  brought  back 
silk  face  powder  from  Ihe  Orient.  It  is  made  from  silk  yam, 
dehydrated  and  pulverized  into  an  extremely  line  powder. 


Altho  there  are  no  restricted  or  danger  area:  in  Montana 
at  present  it  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  that  the  fla- 
grant violations  of  regulations  concerning  flying  over  re- 
stricted areas  have  brought  the  private  operation  of  air 
cralt  In  a poor  light  in  the  eyes  oi  the  federal  authorities  in 
charge  of  operations  in  these  areas.  We  know  ol  no  faster 
method  of  having  all  private  aviation  grounded  than  to  con- 
tinue this  type  of  violation, 

At  this  lime  when  we  are  all  vitally  interested  in  doing 
everything  to  prove  that  the  private  pilot  and  the  private  air 
plane  can  be  of  service  in  the  civilian  defense  program  cf 
this  country,  it  is  deplorable  that  sc  mo  pilots  so  far  forgei 
their  responsibility  to  the  aviation  fraternity  as  to  continue 
such  practices.  The  CAA,  the  aviation  organizations  and 
practically  every  other  private  pilot  are  doing  all  they  ccn  to 
show  that  civilian  aviation  is  a valuable  instrument  for  Na- 
tional Defense. 


FCC  CONSIDERS  SMALL  AIRPORT  RADIO  FREQUENCIES 

Acting  as  a result  of  recommendations  from  the  NASAO, 
strongly  supported  by  AOPA  and  other  national  flying  or- 
ganizations, the  Federal  Communications  Commission  has 
informed  all  concerned  of  a proposed  rule  change  to  provide 
for  airdrome  advisory  land  stations.  Any  airport  not  pres- 
ently equipped  with  airdrome  radio  control  would  be  au- 
thorized to  transmit  on  122.8  me.  and  communicate  with  air- 
craft in  flight,  and  aircraft  would  be  entitled  to  lntercommuni- 
caie  on  this  frequency.  The  name  "Unicom"  has  been  sug- 
gested for  this  service  by  AOPA. 

FCC  has  asked  that  interested  persons  file  statements 
in  support,  opposition  or  urging  modification  of  this  proposal 
on  or  before  October  2,  1950 

Excerpt  from  "American  Aviation  Daily" — Sept.  19,  1950 


JET  BLAST  SAVES  PILOT'S  LIFE 

Pilot  was  trapped  in  a burning  airplane  in  a landing 
crash.  Two  F-84's  were  nearby  wailing  to  lake  off.  The 
F-84  pilot  nearest  Ihe  scene  turned  the  tall  of  his  Thunderiel 
toward  the  burning  plane  and  opened  the  Ihrollle.  The 
blast,  which  is  not  dangerously  hot  at  a distance  of  50  ft.  or 
more,  was  so  great  that  it  blew  the  flames  back  and  away 
from  the  cockpit,  enabling  other  pilots  and  the  fire  chief  to 
reach  the  unconscious  pilot  and  remove  him  from  the  wreck- 
age. The  pilot  of  the  crashed  plane  escaped  with  only  a 
slight  concussion  and  a minor  back  imury. 


"FLYING  NECKLINE" 

New  York  firms  find  it  profitable  to  ship  S6.95  dresses 
to  Europe  by  air.  Hung  on  regular  hangars,  no  packing  is 
needed. 


CIVILIAN  AIRMAN  TRAINING  BILL  INTRODUCED 
IN  SENATE 

Bill  (1.4164)  to  provide  airman  training  along  the  lines 
of  the  prewar  Civilian  Pilot  Training  program  was  introduced 
in  Ihe  Senate  recently  by  Edv/in  C.  Johnson  <D„  Col.).  The 
bill  aims  at  providing  an  adequate  backlog  of  civilian  pilots 
to  meet  the  civil  and  military  needs  ol  the  U S.  and  contains 
provision  for  airman  training  at  high  school  and  college 
levels.  It  has  been  relerred  to  the  Senate  Committe  on  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce  and,  while  there  appears  to 
be  little  prospect  of  immediate  action,  it  will  probably  re- 
ceive serious  consideration  when  Congress  reconvenes. 
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